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1 pub. L. 108-21, 117 Stat. 650 (2003).
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21n 2013, Congress amended 18 U.S.C. § 2423(c) to include “or resides, either temporarily or permanently, in a

foreign country”. Pub. L. 113-4, title XII, § 1211(b), Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 142.

3 See Appendices A, B, and C.

4 This Practice Guide focuses specifically on criminal and civil liability for U.S. citizens and permanent residents

who have sexually abused minors abroad. Several countries have established extraterritorial jurisdiction over their citizens
who sexually abuse and exploit children abroad. These countries include Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Italy, Japan,
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. For more on extraterritorial jurisdiction for child
sexual exploitation, see ECPAT International, Hawke, Angela and Raphael, Alison, Offenders on the Move: Global Study on
Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism 2016 (May 2016).
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See Appendix A. This figure does not include prosecutions brought under the PROTECT Act for child sexual abuse cases
occurring within the United States.
6 U.S. v. Pepe, No. 14-50095 (9th Cir.). As of June 2018, the defendant’s appeal is ongoing.
7 See Appendices A and B.
8 Restitution Order, U.S. v. Perlitz, No. 09-cr-00207 (D. Conn. July 15, 2011); Sentencing Memorandum of the
United States, U.S. v. Perlitz, No. No. 09-cr-00207 (D. Conn. Dec. 16, 2010). Perlitz pled guilty to travel with intent to engage
in illicit sexual conduct and was sentenced to 235 months in prison.

Restitution Order, U.S. v. Abramov, No. 2:14-cr-00241 (C.D. Cal. May 9, 2016); Sentencing Memorandum of the United
States, U.S. v. Abramov, No. 2:14-cr-00241 (C.D. Cal. Feb. 9, 2016).
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U.S. v. Johnson, No. 6:14-cr-00482 (D. Or.) (convicted in Cambodia of abuse of one or more minors and sentenced to

one year of imprisonment).

U.S. v. Shapiro, No. 2:15-cr-00224 (C.D. Cal.) (convicted in Thailand of engaging in sexual acts with a child 15 years or
younger and taking a child 15 years or younger away from his parents or guardian).

U.S. v. Pendleton, No. 1:08-cr-00111 (D. Del.) (convicted in Germany of sexual abuse of persons incapable of
resistance).

U.S. v. Bohning, No. 0:04-cr-60046 (S.D. Fla.) (Bohning pled guilty in the U.K. to possessing and distributing indecent
images and publishing an indecent article and was sentenced to 30 months in prison. He was then extradited to the United
States for prosecution).

14 U.S. v. Evans, No. 6:06-cr-00075 (M.D. Fla.).
4 THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING LEGAL CENTER | ROPES & GRAY LLP
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5 For more, see http://www.ecpat.org/where-we-work/. If reporting abuse in  Europe, see

http://www.reportchildsextourism.eu/

See Appendices B and C. The total number of cases filed, 11, does not include lawsuits brought under the PROTECT Act
for child sexual abuse cases occurring within the United States. A total of 79 cases have been filed against Douglas Perlitz,
a former priest who sexually abused multiple victims in Haiti. These complaints were consolidated into two cases: Gervil
v. Perlitz, No. 3:13-cv-01132 (D. Conn. Aug. 8, 2012) (consolidating 55 cases with the lead case) and Jean-Charles v. Perlitz,
No. 3:11-cv-00614 (D. Conn. Jan. 12, 2012) (consolidating 22 cases with the lead case

17 18 U.S.C. § 2423(b) specifically prohibits traveling with the intent to engage in illicit sexual conduct. 18 U.S.C. § 2423(c)
does not require the “travel with intent” element

See 18 U.S.C. § 2423(d): Whoever, for the purpose of commercial advantage or private financial gain, arranges, induces,
procures, or facilitates the travel of a person knowing that such a person is traveling in interstate commerce or foreign
commerce for the purpose of engaging in illicit sexual conduct shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 30
years, or both.

Plaintiffs v. Schair, No. 11-cv-145 (N.D. Ga. filed June 14, 2011). While this case was brought under federal anti trafficking

statutes, similar fact patterns could also be brought under the PROTECT Act.
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20937 F. Supp. 2d 276, 281 (D. Conn. 2013).
21 Doe v. Liberatore, 478 F. Supp. 2d 742, 756 (M.D. Pa. 2007).
22 See, e.g., Complaint at 2, Boonma v. Bredimus, No. 05-0684 (N.D. Tex. filed Apr. 7, 2005); cf. Z.A. v. Oswald, No. 08-
643, 2008 WL 4372736 (E.D. Mo. Sept. 22, 2008) (mother acted as next friend in civil suit under 18 USC § 2255 based on
child pornography)

Sam M ex. Rel. Elliot v. Carcieri, 608 F.3d 77, 85 (1st Cir. 2010) (the U.S. Supreme Court has not held that a prior
relationship is required).
24 See Appendices B and C.
25 Order at 2, Zavarov v. Schneider, No. 08-cv-03805 (E.D. Pa. filed Mar. 24, 2010).

26 See Appendix B.
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27 See Doe v. Hesketh, 828 F.3d 159, 170 (3d Cir. 2016) (confirming that a victim who has received restitution in a criminal
case could file a subsequent civil action).

28 U.S. v. Schneider, 801 F.3d 186 (3d Cir. 2015).

29 Zavarov v. Schneider, No. 2:08-cv-03805 (E.D. Pa.).

30 Sean D. Hamill, Scranton Diocese to Pay $3 Million in Sex Abuse Case, N.Y. TIMES, Nov. 9, 2007, available at
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/09/us/09priest.html.

Simmons Hanly Conroy, Simmons Hanly Conroy settles landmark sex abuse case on behalf of 24 Haitian victims for $12
million (July 1, 2013), https://www.simmonsfirm.com/news/item/simmons-hanly-conroy-settles-landmarksex-abuse-
case-behalf-24-haitian-victims-12-million/. Fifty-five additional civil suits have since been filed and consolidated under
Gervil v. Perlitz, No. 3:13-cv-01132 (D. Conn. Aug. 8, 2012). This case is ongoing.

32 Vang v. Prataya, No. 12-cv-1847 (D. Minn. 2012).

3 See, e.g., Smith v. Husband, 376 F. Supp. 2d 603, 612-13 (E.D. Va. 2005) (relying on legislative history and “other federal
providing for civil remedies to victims of criminal acts” in finding that “Congress did not intend to provide a civil remedy
for only those crimes where the perpetrator has been convicted criminally”); cf. Cisneros v. Aragon, 485 F.3d 1226, 1232
(10th Cir. 2007) (“[Alssum[ing] that a criminal conviction is not necessary for a defendant to face civil liability under the
statute”); but see Doe v. City of Waterbury, 453 F. Supp. 2d 537, 553 (D. Conn. 2006) (denying plaintiff’'s summary
judgment motion in action seeking civil remedies under Section 2255 where the defendant “has not been indicted, tried

or convicted” under any of the predicate criminal statutes listed in Section 2255).
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% The defendant was subject to a related criminal indictment in the state of New York. The defendant pled guilty to
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